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by John G. Lorenz, Director, and Nathan M. Cohen, Research Specialist 
Library Services Branch, U.S. Office of Education 


In the words of Lawrence G. Derthick, U.S. Commissioner of Education, 
"The passage of the Library Services Act in June 1956 marks a milestone 
in the history of library development." 


Since that date, tremendous activity has come about as a result of 
the Act. In one of the most vital areas of the program--the book aspects 
--over 24 million books have been purchased by the 45 States and four 
Territories now participating. 


THE BOOK PROGRAM 


The librarian is interested in knowing: How these new books are being 
used by people. How they are selected, processed and circulated. What, 
if anything, can be learned from the program at this point. 


Use 


Reports from the States and Territories tell us how these new books 
are being used-- 


From Hawaii: "The most enthusiastic response to books purchased from 
the first allotment of Federal aid funds has been to those bought for young 
people. This has been an area where our budget limitations have been most 
keenly felt. Making these titles available has proved the beginning of 
the satisfaction of a hidden hunger. Patrons who had not known what they 
were doing without are now clamoring for more. 


"The branch librarians are reporting that their boys and girls are 
delighted with all the 'good new books.' It is a pleasure to be able to 
order good things in quantity rather than only one or two and hope they 
will somehow sometime get around to nine branches and three bookmobile 
collections. We can even think in terms of a ‘basic juvenile collection’ 
at each agency--good classic and modern titles that really belong to the 
branches instead of being there temporarily, to be spirited away when they 
are needed elsewhere." 


From South Carolina: The Colleton Public Library was receiving its 
first requests from businessmen as a result of adding such basic reference 
materials as Thomas' Register and a file of telephone directories through 
the Reference Book Project. 
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From Montana: "A mother with a problem boy assured us...that the 
bookmobile is a blessing; for her son has become interested in reading 
good books... The results cannot be counted in dollars and cents--they 
will be those immeasurable, intangible values that enrich the lives of 
our people." 


Selection 


There has been great concern about the quality of selection of these 
books. In addition to the professional selection which exists at the 
state and local levels, there has been an intensification of effort to 
help the smaller libraries improve their selection techniques. Numerous 
workshops have been held. As examples, Vermont has held book selection 
meetings with local librarians, Montana has had a juvenile book selection 
workshop, and New York has held workshops for both juvenile and reference 
book selection. 


Book selection assistance to small libraries ranks high among the 
duties of the approximately 50 new field consultants added to the State 
Library extension agencies. Increasingly, guides to selection and book 
lists are being issued by the State agencies. Mississippi, for example, 
has held a workshop to prepare a basic book list to be used in evaluating 
Mississippi libraries. 


Reference book selection and improvement of collections are being 
stressed in many State plans. In South Carolina, $2,500 worth of reference 
books were allocated to each of six counties to build up their collections. 
A report from one of the county libraries said that "In 1956 there were 
253 volumes of reference books. As of August 1 (1957)...there are 621 ref- 
erence books and also a microfilm reader..." In addition to the vastly 
improved reference service now possible in these six counties, one of the 
byproducts has been an increase in morale of the library staffs--they say 
it is so "...good to be able to answer the general reference questions 
from material at hand." 


In West Virginia, librarians from each of 16 small public libraries 
were given an opportunity under the State plan to select up to $1,300 worth 
of books from a reference list approved by the West Virginia State Library 
Commission. In another West Virginia county, the basic book collection 
was brought up to almost 20,000 volumes with plan funds. 


The reference book workshop held by the New York State Library is 
also a good example of the progress being made in building reference col- 
lections at the smaller library level. This stress on quality as well as 
quantity has been made possible by the wise use of the increased funds by 
the State extension agencies administering the plans. 


Processing 


The greatly increased funds and book purchasing have stimulated plans 
for the formation of about 14 centralized and cooperative processing cen- 
ters. In California, for example, about a dozen libraries in 11 counties 
are to have their books cataloged, classified and processed in Sacramento 
at the State Library under the plan. Direct anticipated results should 
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be improved catalogs, more efficient service, and more economical opera- 
tions. Further, it is conservatively estimated that this project will 
release one full-time staff member per library from cataloging work to 
enrich the reader services of the library in definite and planned ways. 
Types of enrichment services already planned include: "...branch and sta- 
tion visits, with in-service training; community contacts with adults, 
teen-age and children's groups; improvement of book collections by better 
book selection and better discarding programs; extension of readers‘ ad- 
visory work; improved book lists, publicity, displays, book reviews; ad- 
dition of new types of services, e.g., records, films, picture and pamphlet 
collections; improved library routines to give better service; replanning 
of local library building space, including making use of released space 
for meeting rooms." 


Additional activities suggested by the California State Library through 
the use of released time are: "...more advisory and consultative meetings 
with staff; compilation of staff and branch manuals; training staff to work 
with children; physical improvement and freshening up of older book stock; 
more clerical help to be available for quick and efficient service at pub- 
lic desks; planning special events, projects, new kinds of programs; ex- 
tension of library service to special groups, such as shut-ins, and the 
aged; more intensive and extensive reference work; more aid in using the 
library tools, such as the catalog; development of work with young people; 
development of work with children, including more story hours and summer 
reading programs; more time for children's librarians to spend with parents 
concerning children's reading; helping to organize groups, such as Friends 
of the Library; working on surveys, to study the library's place in the 
community; planning cooperative programs and activities with other librar- 


ies; planning for functional consolidation with other libraries, where 
practical." 


As can readily be seen, the array of activities made possible through 
the time released by centralized processing is almost limitless. 


Organizational Patterns in Circulation 


In order to carry out the purposes of the Act "...to promote the 
further extension...of public library services to rural areas without such 
services or with inadequate services," there has been a dramatic upsurge 
to initiate and expand larger-unit systems in order to bring the most ef- 
ficient and effective library service to the rural areas. Over 120 region- 
al and county projects have been initiated to offer new or improved service 
to over 300 rural counties with populations totaling over 7% million peo- 
ple. Forty-one of these counties had no public library within their borders 
prior to the Act. 


This is in line with the recommendations of the new ALA standards, 
Public Library Service; A Guide to Evaluation, with Minimum Standards. 
Most of the States have incorporated the goals of these standards into 
their State plans. They recognize that the most feasible way for rural 
libraries to obtain sufficient local financial support to ensure minimum 
library standards is through larger-unit systems. In addition to the 
county and regional projects, some 14 new State Library agency regional 
branches are being established, to bring books and other services closer 
to the people. 
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Perhaps the second most dramatic organizational pattern in circula- 
tion activity has been the greatly expanded use of bookmobiles. Over 90 
bookmobiles have already been purchased under State plans. This would be 
better than a 10% increase over the total number of bookmobiles in opera- 
tion prior to the Act. (A few of the bookmobiles are being purchased to 
replace wornout vehicles, but practically all are for new service.) From 
Maine to California, from Washington to Florida, the new bookmobiles are 
bringing more books to more people. Some are being used for permanent 
service in established systems, some for demonstration purposes, some as 
exhibits. 


The other traditional methods of circulating books to the rural areas, 
such as branch libraries, stations and mail service to libraries and in- 
dividuals, are being continued, of course. 


In the area of techniques, attempts are being made to facilitate rural 
book service, such as the new teletype system for interlibrary loans be- 
tween four large Missouri libraries: The State library, University of Mis- 
souri Library, St. Louis Public and Kansas City Public. This will speed 
up the time required for searching the four libraries for interlibrary 
loans, aiding rural as well as urban service. 


In all the related activity to carry through the book program, the 
State Library agencies have been using great imagination and initiative 
to tackle problems which have been with them for many years. 


The shortage of personnel to carry out the program has stimulated 
more in-service training projects. The "Southern Public Library Workshop," 
sponsored jointly by the Florida State University and the Florida State 
Library, and held at the Florida State University, is a good example of 
a regional training project. The first such effort on a national scale, 
the "Institute on State Field Consultant Services," was held in Chicago, 
January 24-26, 1958. This Institute was sponsored jointly by the ALA's 
Public Libraries Division's Coordinating Committee for the Library Services 
Act and the ALA's Library Administration Division's Section on Personnel 
Administration. Attendance of 116 included representatives from 42 States, 
the District of Columbia, Alaska, Canada, India and the Union of South 
Africa. 


At the state level, the New York State Library has had an intensive 
orientation program for its new field consultants. The Tennessee State 


County Regional Library System, and The Missouri State Library a Field 
Services Manual. 


Action taken in recognition of the overall library personnel shortage, 
as well as the greater shortage in rural areas, has prompted four States 
to inaugurate scholarship programs--Missouri, New York, South Carolina and 
Virginia. 


The basic book collections and general State Library extension agen- 
cies' capabilities have been strengthened in practically all States. This 
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was essential, of course, so that the State extension agencies could better 
"lead from a position of strength." More than 100 trained, experienced 
librarians and over 80 clerks and bookmobile operators have been added to 
the staffs of the State extension agencies. 


From a financial point-of-view, the Library Services Act program has 
already stimulated a 38% increase in State funds from 1956 to 1958 for the 
extension and development of public library service to rural areas. State 
aid appropriations have increased in a number of States. For example, 
Michigan received its first State aid increase in ten years; Minnesota and 
Oregon established their first State aid programs. 


From all of these facts, one additional fact stands out--that the 
Library Services Act has given an overwhelming impetus to the entire rural 
library picture in the States. This is particularly true of the smaller 
and lower income States, where the Federal grant may have helped to double 
or even triple the funds available for the services of the State Library 
extension agencies. Even for some of the larger States, it has meant the 
first real upward swing in State agency budget and State aid in many years. 
In other words, the Act has enabled some States to initiate or fulfill 
urgently needed programs which they could not have achieved for themselves 
in the forseeable future, and for others, what would have taken many more 
years to attain. 


Finally, the establishment of larger-unit systems and cooperative 
activities among rural libraries with resulting improvements in service 
already achieved, offers strong hope that there will be permanent benefits 
stemming from this program, including greater local and state financial 
support for libraries. 


Letters and reports from the States, such as these, leave no doubt 
about the effectiveness of the program: 


From New Mexico: "I wish reports could convey the color of the area, 
the kind of communities and the excitement of reaching these people who 
have never known books! San Juan, mentioned in the reports, is an Indian 
pueblo. The circulation has just about doubled with each visit of the 
bookmobile. Dulce is the headquarters of the Jicarillo Indian Reservation. 
Someone from that agency has driven 35 miles over execrable roads to meet 
the bookmobile at Chama every two weeks and take back boxes of books. I 
think both places are now going to be made stations to give them more books 
available all the time with frequent exchanges of the stock." 


From Alabama: "...many of the rural people served are raising their 
own reading levels through the use of the books now available to them... 
the joyous expressions on the faces of the children and adults when the 
bookmobile arrives make up for many hours of hard work." 


And from Oklahoma: '"The passage of the Library Services Act meant 
the beginning of library development in Oklahoma." 


These and countless other reports testify that the program is begin- 
ning to fill the great need which has existed for good books and effective 
library service in the rural areas of the Nation. 
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Recent Books 


A SELECTION 


Suggested by Book Information Section 
Florence Boochever, Editor Laura E. McDowell 


Recommendations: *of first interest; Y for young people; 
P for prisons; R for reformatories; H for mental hospitals. 


Nonfiction 


*Aitken, Mrs. K.S. Travel alone and love it. Longmans. $4.50. 
A seasoned, round-the-world tourist offers practical suggestions for 
solo or family trips in the United States and abroad, listing the 
best seasons in each country and special events. Index. 910 
*All the best in Japan, with Manila, Hong Kong and Macao, by S.A. Clark 
(Dodd. $4.95. 915.2) is a lively, informal guide giving the histor- 
ical background and national flavor of each area with helpful informa- 
tion on transportation and accommodations for a tour of colorful places 
reyuiring no special inoculations for entry. Maps, photographs. Index. 
*All about Portugal, by Georgia Long (Duell. $3.95. 914.69) combines 
an account of Portugal's history and culture with detailed advice on 
all phases of travel in a unique country. Map. Index. 


*Almedingen, E.M. A very far country. Appleton. $4.50. 

Delightful, authentic chronicle of the author's English grandmother 
whose idyllic marriage to a wealthy Russian in 1844 weathered the 
vicissitudes of the Crimean, Franco-Prussian and Boer wars and the 
divided loyalities of her children. Photographs. Note. B or 92 


*Bennett, W.F. Why I am a Mormon. Nelson. $2.75. 
A United States senator from Utah interestingly describes for people 


of all faiths the history, doctrines, organization and unique features 
of his church. Index. 289.3 


Bolles, Blair. The big change in Europe. Norton. $5.95. 

Based on extensive travel and research, this is a challenging, in- 
forming survey of each of the European countries "told in terms of 

its people" and how they are affected by the United States and Russia, 
emphasizing the renaissance since the first election of Eisenhower 
and the death of Stalin. Map. Bibliography, index. 940.55 


Brand, Joel. Desperate mission, as told by Alex Weissberg; tr. from 
the German. Criterion. $4.95. 

This firsthand account by a leader of the Jewish underground movement 
in Budapest recalls incredibly courageous and horrifyingly inhuman 
deeds that took place during the mass extermination of Jews by the 
Nazis in World War II. Documentary appendix, index. 940.54 
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Campbell, Alexander. The heart of India. Knopf. $5. 

The Time and Life representative in New Delhi, now head of the Tokyo 
bureau, presents a startling, well-written report of conditions in 
complex, modern India, detailing observations and interviews with all 
sorts of people. Map, photographs. Index. 915.4 











YP *Collier, Richard. Ten thousand eyes. Dutton. $4. 

RH The epic story of courageous, resourceful civilians in Occupied France 
whose network of amateur spies obtained the blueprints of Hitler's 
"Atlantic Wall", contributing to the success of the D-Day landings. 
Maps, photographs. Appendix. 940.54 


Conant, J.B. Germany and freedom; a personal appraisal. Harvard 
Univ. $3. 

In three Godkin Lectures for 1958, the recent U.S. High Commissioner 
contributes greatly to American understanding of the Federal Republic 
of Germany, striking an optimistic note as he considers the past, 
political and economic developments and relations with her neighbors. 
Selected bibliography. 943.087 


Djilas, Milovan. Land without justice. Harcourt. $5.75. 

The turbulent background and early years of the Montenegrin author 
of The new class (1957) are vividly and poetically described in this 
absorbing autobiography which portrays not only an individual but 
"the soul of a land." Endpaper map. Index. B or 92 


YP *Dooley, T.A. The edge of tomorrow. Farrar. $3.75. 

R How Dr. Dooley and three former coworkers (Deliver us from evil, 1956) 
went on a medical mission to Laos in 1957 is artlessly told in an 
impressive record of humanitarian care leading to the establishment 
of a hospital and the birth of MEDICO, a division of the International 
Rescue Committee. Map, photographs. 959.4 


Gogarty, O. St.J. A week end in the middle of the week, and other 
essays on the bias. Doubleday. $4.50. 

Original, perspicacious chapters on many themes by the late Dr. Gogarty, 
with an introductory portrait by Ben Lucian Burman. 824.91 


YP *Good Housekeeping. Party book; ed. by Dorothy Marsh & Carol Brock. 
RH Harper. $4.95. 
Attractive yuarto with unusual ideas for successful formal and in- 
formal parties for all ages that both hostess and guests can enjoy, 
suggesting menus, decorations and entertainment. Drawings, colored 
photographs. Index. 793 
YP *In Family fun and activities, by M.E. Mulac (Harper. $3.95. 793), 
RH an experienced recreation leader discusses nine areas of creative en- 
deavor that offer a well-balanced program in which the whole family 
may satisfy the need for play. Drawings. Index. 












Greenwald, W.I. Buy or rent? Twayne. $3. 

Succinct, valuable analysis of the factors involved in renting, co- 
operative housing. and home ownership, by a member of Economics Depart- 
ment, College of the City of New York. Charts, tables, index. 333 
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YP *Groneman, C.H. Leathercraft. Bennett. $3.68. 

R Comprehensive handbook for the beginning student or home craftsman, 
including types of leather and supplies, essential tools and equip- 
ment, decorative processes and suggested projects such as Boy Scout 
accessories and ladies’ gloves. Numerous photographs and designs. 
Selected book list, index. 745.53 
Designing and drafting for handweavers; basic principles of cloth 
construction, by Berta Frey (Macmillan. $6.95. 745.52) is a thorough 
explanation of the techniques of handweaving by an expert in her field 
who analyzes for those "who know how to manage the action of their 
looms" the mechanical limitations in the production of various fabrics 
and their distinguishing characteristics. Illustrated. Index. 


Halle, L.J. Choice for survival. Harper. $2.75. 

Admirably lucid inquiry into the directions of international policy, 
the implications of nuclear warfare and the need for time to afford 
"hopeful prospects" for the next generation. 901 


YP *Hammond-Doubleday. New illustrated world atlas and gazetteer. Double- 
RH day. $3.50. 
Low-cost, up-to-date yuarto with maps of continents and countries in 
color, of major highways, airways and railways of the United States 
in black and white, pictorial maps of each state and possession, 
photographs, tables and informative text. Indexes. R912 


*Haydock, K.K. Your allergy and you; a handbook of do's and don'ts 

for the allergy sufferer. Holt. $2.95. 

In question and answer form an allergy patient gives the layman thor- 
ough, scientifically based information to supplement medical treatment. 
Bibliography, appendixes, index to questions. 616.97 


Hill, A.L. Gardens and grounds that take care of themselves. Prentice- 
Hall. $3.95. 

How to achieve "the greatest beauty possible in exchange for a minimum 
of labor" is the subject of this practical, detailed book which con- 
siders grounds, trees, shrubs, lawns, flowers, herbs, fruits, berries 
and special projects for fun. Photographs, diagrams. Index. 716 
The guide to garden flowers; their identity and culture, by Norman 
Taylor (Houghton. $4.95. 635.9) is a most attractive guide to "all 
the common garden flowers likely to interest the amateur," arranged 

by families with descriptive notes. Illustrated with color plates 

and line cuts. List of reference books, finding lists, index. 
Complete book of house plants, by A.V. Grabe (Random. $2.95. 635.96) 
combines general instructions with a "picture dictionary" that alpha- 
betically lists and illustrates nearly 300 plants and gives explicit 
directions for their growth and care. Index, list of dealers. 


- 635.9) is a delightful introduction to the cactus family and 
other succulents for home and garden, discussing collecting, buying, 
propagating, maintenance, pests and diseases. Drawings and many pho- 
tographs, some in color. Bibliography, index. 

Flower show ribbon-winning arrangements, by Mrs. R.R. Stoltz (Scribner. 
$5.95. 635.9) expresses in 67 handsome photographs, 12 in full color, 
and in analytical text the interpretation of theme through approach, 
evolvement and achievement. 
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Evergreen and flowering shrubs for your home, by K.M.P. Cloud (Green- 
berg. $4.95. 635.9) is designed for the small home owner by an ex- 
perienced landscape consultant who tells "how to plant, grow and care 
for your shrubs," including tree forms and roses. Attractively illus- 
trated. Lists of shrubs for various locations and uses, index. 


Hoover, H.C. The ordeal of Woodrow Wilson. McGraw-Hill. $6. 

Quoting frequently from letters and documents, this remarkable memoir 
by a Republican who worked directly with a Democratic President pays 
tribute to the ideals and crusading spirit of "the only enduring leader 
of those statesmen who conducted the First World War."' Photographs. 
Appendix, index. 973.91 


Jung, C.G. The undiscovered self; tr. from the German. Little. $3. 
The renowned psychiatrist considers the individual in the world situa- 
tion today, wisely and benignly discussing "the moral backwardness 
which has failed to keep pace with our scientific, technical and social 
developments." 153.72 


Leopold, N.F. Jr. Life plus 99 years. Doubleday. $5.50. 

This well-written document affords unusual insight into the 33 prison 
years of a highly intelligent human being who suffered sincere remorse 
for a kidnaping and murder crime committed in youth and is now con- 
vinced of his rehabilitation. B or 92 


Lewis, Oscar, comp. The autobiography of the West. Holt. $5. 
Forming a colorful and authentic history of the opening up of the 
American Far West, excerpts from firsthand accounts by explorers, 
hunters, pioneers and emigrants, written in the 16th-19th centuries, 
are linked together by the author's comments. Index. 978 


YP *Mead, F.S. comp. What the Bible says. Revell. $1.95. 


RH 


YP 
RH 















Designed for ready reference, selections from several standard versions 
set "specific Scripture against specific need", offering guidance and 
strength to meet life's common experiences. Topical index. 220 

In What Jesus really taught, by C.E. Macartney (Abingdon. $2.50. 

241), the late Presbyterian minister-author analyzes Christ's precepts 
as they are recorded in the first four gospels, applying their truths 
to today's problems. 


Merton, Thomas. Thoughts in solitude. Farrar. $3. 

Brief chapters beautifully express Father Merton's reflections on the 
future of man, his world and religion, pointing out the essentiality 
of "interior freedom." 248 


Moody, Richard. The Astor Place riot. Indiana Univ. $5. 

With verve and accurate research a Professor of Speech and Theater at 
Indiana University records the longstanding feud between English 
William C. Macready and American Edwin Forest which culminated in the 
New York City riot of May 10, 1849, a curious and violent chapter in 
theatrical history. Sources and references. 792 


Morris, J.A. Deadline every minute. Doubleday. $5. 
Lively, anecdotal history of the United Press Associations since 1907, 
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memorializing founders, reporters and leading figures of the times 
while recounting exciting events and ingenious scoops. Index. 070.4 


Moses, Robert. LaGuardia: a salute and a memoir. Simon & Schuster. 
$2.50. 

Candid, witty biographical tribute to New York's late Mayor by a member 
of his official family, retailing amusing anecdotes and real accom- 
plishments by an acknowledged showman. Photographs. Original version 
appeared in The New York Times Magazine. B or 92 


PR *Noyes, P.B. A goodly heritage. Rinehart. $4. 

H Continues the interesting chronicle begun in My father's house (1937), 
describing the changes from the Oneida Community to the Oneida Com- 
munity Limited, now Oneida Ltd., and honorary positions held by the 
Narrator. Photographs. B or 92 


YP *Nutting, Anthony. I saw for myself; the aftermath of Suez. Double- 
RH day. $3. 
Britain's former Minister of State for Foreign Affairs toured North 
Africa and the Middle East in 1957 and his journalistic, unbiased re- 
port points out the danger spots and optimistically suggests how the 
"West can develop a real and honourable partnership" with the Moslem 
world. Condensed form appeared in the New York Herald Tribune. 916.2 


Priestley, J.B. Thoughts in the wilderness. Harper. $4. 

Thirty-two provocative pieces reprinted from the New Statesman and 
Nation plus a lecture on "The Writer in a Changing Society" caustically 
consider modern ways and people. 824.91 


YP *Rogers, D.I. Make your income count. Holt. $3.95. 

R With a light touch the author of Teach your wife to be a widow (1953) 
explains money management and suggests practical ways of achieving 
"individual, self-acquired security." Tables. Index. 339.4 
In The American stockholder, by J.A. Livingston (Lippincott. $4.95. 
332.6), the Philadelphia Bulletin's financial editor analyzes the 
changing character of the average shareholder, discussing with trench- 
ant wit the moral responsibilities of modern corporations. Tables. 
Appendixes, index. 


YP *Ross, Ishbel. First lady of the South; the life of Mrs. Jefferson 

RH Davis. Harper. $5.95. 
Well-documented portrait of Varina Anne Howell, impetuous, warmhearted 
wife of the Confederacy's president whose marriage was "deepened and 
strengthened" by the war and who later attained social and literary 
prominence in the North.Photographs.Notes, bibliography, index.B or 92 


Sheean, Vincent. Orpheus at eighty. Random. $5. 
Delightful new biography of Giuseppi Verdi, his early struggles, his 
genius, personal life and professional triumph, narrated with ease and 


wit by the noted writer and opera lover. Chronology, list of works, 
bibliographical note, index. B or 92 


Sitwell, Sacheverell. Arabesque and honeycomb. Random. $6. 
Visiting almost every important town in the Middle East, the gifted 
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author brings to this unusual travel book fine knowledge of the arts 
and literary skill. Map, handsome photographs. Index. 915.5 


YP *Stanwell-Fletcher, T.C. Clear lands and icy seas. Dodd. $4. 

RH Fascinating, informal account of "a voyage to the Eastern Arctic" 
(subtitle) on a Hudson's Bay Company supply ship, describing the nat- 
ural wonders of the country and rewarding experiences with passengers 
and crew. Maps, photographs. Bibliography. 919.8 


YP *Weems, J.E. The fate of the Maine. Holt. $3.95. 

R Through interviews with survivors, original and other sources this 
vivid reconstruction of the blowing up of the U.S. battleship "Maine" 
in Spanish-held Havana Harbor, 1898, places the event in historical 
perspective, summarizing conflicting views on its cause. Photographs. 
Bibliography, list of officers and crew, travel log, index. 973.89 


Werth, Alexander. Lost statesman; the strange story of Pierre Mendes- 
France. Abelard-Schuman. $5. 

Valuable, enlightening appraisal of the personality and unlucky career 
of the brilliant, former premier, set against the background of French 
political life of the past 25 years. Map, portrait. Index. B or 92 


YP Whishaw, Mrs. Lorna. As far as you'll take me. Dodd. $4. 

RH During her husband's absence on a geological trip a young Canadian 
mother, taking only $36, hitchhiked alone from British Columbia to 
Fairbanks, Alaska, and here engagingly describes the beautiful country, 
some terrifying rides and a variety of truck drivers who proved to be, 
in the main, "pretty fine guys."" Map. 917.98 


Willson, Meredith. The music man. Putnam. $2.95. 

Entertaining book of the popular Broadway musical comedy about a per- 
suasive salesman of a Boys Band to River City, Lowa, in 1912 and un- 
expected aid with his shady project from a musical librarian. 812.5 


Fiction 


YP *Anthony, Evelyn, pseud. Victoria and Albert. Crowell. $3.95. 

RH From her accession to the throne at 18 to the death of her consort, 
Queen Victoria is freshly presented as a wilful and spirited human 
being who ruled her court and loved wholly her husband, Albert. 


Benaya, Mrs. Margaret. The levelling wind. Pantheon. $3.75. 

Captain Elkan of the Israeli Army is the narrator of this quiet, com- 
pelling story centering in restless, able Uri and his strange wife, 
Ruth, who are depicted with psychological insight against a background 
of alternate danger and relaxation. 


YP *Bjorn, Mrs. T.F. Papa's daughter. Rinehart. $3.50. 

RH How mischievous "Button" Franzon, second of a Lapland minister's eight 
children adjusts to life in America, marrying, having children and 
eventually realizing her dream of becoming a writer is told in a whole- 
some family story, bubbling with warmth and amusing incidents. 


Camus, Albert. Exile and the kingdom; tr. from the French. Knopf. 
$3.50. 
With intensity and depth, six symbolic, short stories by the Nobel 
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prize winner portray in strange, exotic settings man's inner loneliness 
and search for fulfillment. For the discriminating. 


PR *Christopher, John. The caves of night. Simon & Schuster. $3.50. 


H 


Compelling, literate suspense novel in which Cynthia Herrin, wife of 
an English speleologist vacationing in the Austrian mountains, falls 
in love with a native Count who, with a reckless honeymooning couple, 
joins the Herrins on a cave-exploring tour from which only two of the 
group return. 


PR *Cronin, A.J. The Northern Light. Little. $4. 

When a London newspaper syndicate attempts to buy and then put out of 

business the oldtime Northern Light of Hedleston, Henry Page, its own- 
er, defends it against sensational, unfair practices and even scandal, 
his integrity prevailing, but at a fearful cost. (Pub. date: May 22) 


Feuchtwanger, Lion. Jephta and his daughter; tr. from the German. 
Putnam. $3.95. 

Brilliant re-creation of the Biblical story of Jephta's vow and sac- 
rifice of his beloved, only daughter, set with historical imagination 
in an age of evolution from primitive beliefs and ways. 


Field, H.H. & Mierzenski, Stanislaw. Angry harvest. Crowell. $5. 
Written by a Polish newspaper editor and an American architect during 
their five-year imprisonment outside Warsaw, this powerful novel re- 
counts the tragic consequences when a niggardly Pole shelters an in- 
telligent, young, Jewish girl on his farm during World War II. 


MacLean, Alistair. South by Java Head. Doubleday. $3.95. 

A retired General, head of British Far East counter-espionage, a freight- 
er in the charge of an evil captain, dangerous doings at sea, brave men 
and nurses — these are the components of a thrilling tale of escape 
from Singapore at the time of Japanese invasion in 1942. 


Malamud, Bernard. The magic barrel. Farrar. $3.75. 

Thirteen short stories concerned with everyday people and some odd 
situations written with tenderness, irony, wisdom and Jewish humor. 
Appeared originally in magazines. 


YP *Malm, Dorothea. The woman question. Appleton. $4. 


RH 


New York City in 1853 when the campaign for women's rights was new is 
the scene of a flavorsome, entertaining period piece in which an avowed 


spinster of 29 slowly discovers that compromising with the "cause" is 
preferable to heartbreak. 


PR *Pinckney, Josephine. Splendid in ashes. Viking. $3.95. 


H 


Who will inherit Augustus Grimshawe's mansion is the chief concern of 
all at the reading of his will and this skilful, absorbing novel re- 


veals the answer as it unfolds the strange story of Charleston's famous 
maker and loser of fortunes. 


Van de Water, F.F. Day of battle. Washburn. $4.50. 

The concluding novel in a cycle depicting Vermont's part in the Rev- 
olution centers in Lieutenant Jeremy Shaw who fought with the victor- 
ious militia at Bennington after the fall of Ticonderoga and won the 
lovely, spirited ward of a wealthy Tory. 
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RECENT BOOKS OF INTEREST TO BOYS 


Suggested by Jane A. Ellstrom, Public Library Young Adult Consultant 
Library Extension Division, New York State Library 





Associated Press. The year in sports, 1958 edition. Prentice-Hall. 
$12.50. 

A big, beautiful book for sports fans of all types and ages with ex- 
cellent pictures, succinct text. Expensive, but worth it. 














Caidin, Martin. Countdown for tomorrow. Dutton. $4.95. 

Most timely reportorial account of the satellite and missile develop- 
ment of the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. for the absorbed science fiction fan 
who now wants facts. 













Durrell, Lawrence. White Eagles over Serbia. Criterion. $3. 

A behind-the-LIron-Curtain yarn of a British secret service agent, 
packed with suspense. Seventeen- and 18-year-olds will like this if they 
will cope with the unfamiliar geography. 








Freeman, M.B. The story of Albert Einstein. Random. $2.95. 

Good biography for the 14-l6-year-olds interested in contemporary 
scientific achievements. Interest has mounted since the new national em- 
phasis on U.S. vs. U.S.S.R. scientific feats. 











Freuchen, Peter. Book of the seven seas. Messner. $7.50. 
Supernatural sea tales, sunken treasures still unrecovered, sea battles 
of history and other related topics make this a real fascinator for teen- 


age boys. 










Gault, W.C. Rough road to glory. Dutton. $2.75. 

Fourteen to 16-year-old car fans will revel in this racing yarn of a 
young driver who wins the Indianapolis 500, and learns that track feuds 
do not pay. 













McCarthy, Father Justin. Brother Juniper. Hanover. $1. 
Collection of the single block cartoons familiar to comic page fans. 
Clever and with good teen-age appeal. 





Mallalieu, J.P.W. Extraordinary seaman. Macmillan. $3.50. 

Gripping account of the exploits of the British naval hero Thomas 
Cochrane who appears to be the model for Horatio Hornblower. Biography 
for younger teen-agers. 









Miller, E.M. Tales of a flier's faith. Doubleday. $3.50. 


Short stories of interest to Catholics giving the excitement and dan- 
gers of today's flying. Older young adults. 
















Moss, Stirling. In the track of speed. Putnam. $3.95. 

England's famous champion racing driver relates his track thrills and 
spills from his beginning at age 19 to date. You saw him on "What's My 
Line?" For the older car fans. 
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Schoor, Gene. Jackie Robinson; baseball hero. Putnam. $2.95. 
The material in this simple biography makes it of brotherhood interest 
as well as sports interest for young adult readers. 


Sterling, Dorothy. Tender warriors. Hill & Wang. $2.50; $1.50 paper. 

Thoughtful young adults will find much helpful material simply told 
in this account of school integration in the South,and illustrated with 
numerous, telling photographs. The title refers to the school-age young 
people actually participating in the innovation. 


Walker, D.H. Sandy was a soldier's boy. Houghton. $3. 

Sandy McBain, son of the Black Watch's Pipe Major, runs afoul of the 
Colonel and the Regiment's Sergeant Major, but comes out on top when he 
detects an enemy landing. For the Geordie fans. 


Woodbury, D.O. Around the world in 90 minutes. Harcourt. $5.75. 


Workings and background of the man-made moons are discussed in clear 
prose by a man who knows. Sixteen to 18-year-olds will be fascinated. 
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REMEDIAL READING PROGRAM AT PLATTSBURGH 


by Laura Ingalls, Administrative Assistant 
Plattsburgh Public Library 


Surveys show that one third of American children are reading below 
their grade level. While this figure includes slow learning children, 
ten to 15 percent of this group are children of normal intelligence who 
have built up a block that impeded their reading progress. These blocks 
may stem from physical or psychological difficulties, or may be due to a 
lack of continuity in the child's school life. Among the many reasons 
for this lack of continuity are frequent moves, prolonged illness, poorly 
equipped schools — to mention only a few of those more common. 

Regardless of the cause, a remedial reading program is necessary to 
help these children bring their reading skills up to the normal level for 
their chronological and academic age. Since the classroom teacher cannot 
possibly devote the amount of time required to a few children, at the ex- 
pense of the majority, a special teacher, trained in remedial reading 
techniques is highly desirable. 

With the beginning of the 1956-57 school year, the Plattsburgh Public 
School system employed a remedial reading teacher, Mrs. Charles Carey, to 
set up a program for the many children with serious reading problems. Mrs. 
Carey spent much time testing each child's ability and then made up care- 
fully compiled charts for each school, giving information on each child's 
chronological age, reading level, remedial reading grade, and special read- 
ing interest. The last mentioned is very important, as a child with a 
reading problem must really want to read, if he is to make much progress. 

Armed with this information, Mrs. Carey visited Emma M. Walter, Direc- 
tor of the Plattsburgh Public Library, to ask her assistance in preparing 
a supplementary reading program for these children. Miss Walter at once 
began setting up a collection of high-interest-level, low-reading-level 
books, carefully graded and tailored to the interests of the children from 
the lists furnished by Mrs. Carey. Among the tools used in selecting the 
titles for this collection were: Gateways to readable books, by Ruth Strang 
and others, H. W. Wilson Company; and High interest-low vocabulary reading 
materials, by Helen Blair Sullivan and Lorraine E. Tolman, Boston University 
School of Education. 

Next, a quiet corner in the adult section of the library was set aside 
to house the collection and provide privacy for the children participating 
in the program. This proved a very wise move, as many children were at 
first reluctant to come to the library as remedial reading students. How- 
ever, the first visit convinced them that they were among friends. Each 
child received personal attention from Miss Walter or a member of her staff 
who had been given instruction on the best methods of helping the children 
help themselves. Careful records of each child's progress were kept, and 
before the end of the school year, a number of the most reluctant readers 
of all were proudly reading at their normal level and selecting their own 
books in the Children's Room. 

Now in its second year, the remedial reading program is one of the 
library's most popular services. Many parents whose children have slight 
reading difficulties, not serious enough to qualify them for the public 
school program, have found that, with the help of the public library, these 
difficulties can be overcome. Since reading is one of the most basic of 
skills, help through a definite program is vitally important to the child's 
future and to the community as a whole. 


The Bookmark -201- May, 1958 





“ethene tht ip ti nal tt mt nts tn i a ne tin ect nam — | BRIT ge er hh 


TRAVELING LIBRARIES 


FILMS FOR YOU — Suggested by Jack B. Spear 


Do you have a story hour program in your library now? Are you plan- 
ning one for this summer? If you're one of the many librarians who have 
not yet had the opportunity of participating in a storytelling workshop 
and say to yourself, "If I could only tell a story", you will be pleased 
to know that there are several excellent films that do just that. 


Perhaps you've seen that wonderful children's TV program, "Picture 
Book Parade," on Saturdays that features good children's books, and won- 
dered quietly to yourself, "If I could only get some of those films, I'd 
have a story hour in my library..." You undoubtedly were impressed with 
these films -- all made from some of the best-loved children's picture 
books. Now they are available for free loan for the exclusive use of New 
York State's smaller public libraries -- those serving less than 10,000 
people. Here's the list of titles from this series: 


ANDY AND THE LION 10 min. MAKE WAY FOR DUCKLINGS 10 


CAMEL WHO TOOK A WALK 6 min. MIKE MULLIGAN AND HIS 


CIRCUS BABY 5 min. STEAM SHOVEL 11 min. 


GEORGIE 6 min. MILLIONS OF CATS 10 min. 


HERCULES 11 min. 
RED CARPET 9 min. 
JENNY'S BIRTHDAY 6 min. 


LENTIL 9 min, STONE SOUP 11 min. 


LITTLE RED LIGHTHOUSE 9 min. STORY ABOUT PING 10 min. 


All of these stories are well known to librarians and children alike. 

The producer, Weston Woods Studio, has made each film directly from the 
book in so clever a way that the artist's drawings, in their original 
color, seemingly come to life. Add a most appropriate musical score and 
an excellent narrator and you begin to catch some of the charm of these 
exquisite films. Wouldn't a few of these help to enliven your summer 
reading program? To borrow them, simply write to Traveling Libraries, 
Room 335, New York State Education Department, Albany 1, New York. 


These are just a sampling of some of the excellent adult and juvenile 
films which are being purchased with Federal funds made available to the 
Library Extension Division by the Library Services Act, and are now obtain- 
able for your use from Traveling Libraries. 
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A SELECTED LIST OF 


ee Recent Accessions 


Prepared by 
Evelyn E. Nelson, Reference and Ethel Lansing, Order Sections 


These titles of general interest, which the smaller library may not 
have purchased, may be borrowed from the New York State Library. Please 
use call numbers as indicated when requesting books. 


AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR TESTING MATERIALS 


ASTM. Symposium on radiation effects on materials. Sponsored jointly by 
the American Society for Testing Materials and the Atomic Industrial 
Forum. Presented at the second Pacific area national meeting, Los 
Angeles, Calif., September 20, 1956. Philadelphia 1957- 

(Its Special technical publication no. 208) 621.48 A5l 


Symposium on vapor phase oxidation gasoline; presented at the second 
Pacific area national meeting, American Society for Testing Materials, 
Los Angeles, Calif., September 19, 1956. Philadelphia 1957 68p. 
(ASTM special technical publication no. 202) 665.5 A5159v 


Symposium on wood for marine use and its protection from marine 
organisms. Presented at the second Pacific area national meeting, 
Los Angeles, Calif., September 17, 1956. Philadelphia 1957 52p. 
(Its Special technical publication no. 200) 691.1 A499 


GERMAN AND ICELANDIC LITERATURE 
Einarsson, Stefan. A History of Icelandic literature. New York, Johns 
Hopkins Press for the American-Scandinavian Foundation, 1957. 409p. 
839.609 E35 


Hamburger, Michael. Reason and energy; studies in German literature. 
New York, Grove Press 1957 318p. 830.9 H199 


ISRAEL, AFRICA AND THE RIVIERA 


Biobaku, S.O. The Egba and their neighbors, 1842-1872. Oxford, Clarendon 
Press, 1957. 128p. (Oxford studies in African affairs) 966.92 B615 


Clawson, Mary. Letters from Jerusalem. London, Abelard Schuman 1957 
224p. 915.694 C617 


Graves, Charles. The Azure Coast. New York, Putnam 1957 272p. 
914.49 G776 
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NUCLEAR ENGINEERING 
Benedict, Manson. Nuclear chemical engineering by Manson Benedict and 
Thomas H. Pigford. New York, McGraw Hill, 1957. 594p. (McGraw- 
Hill series in nuclear engineering) 541.38 B463 


Blin-Stoyle, R.J. Theories of nuclear moments. London Oxford Univer- 
sity Press, 1957. 88p. 539.1 B648 


Schwenk, H.C. Nuclear power engineering by Henry C. Schwenk and Robert 
H. Shannon. Edited by B.G.A. Skrotzki. New York, McGraw-Hill, 1957. 
319p. 621.48 S414 

OFFICE ADMINISTRATION IN THE ELECTRONIC AGE 


Bell, W.D. A management guide to electronic computers. New York, McGraw- 
Hill, 1957. 403p. 651.264 B435 


Canning, R.G. Installing electronic data processing systems. New York, 
Wiley 1957 193p. 651.264 C225i 


Gager, A.H. Practical office timesavers. New York, McGraw-Hill, 1957. 
305p. (NOMA series in office management) 651 G133 


Moore, R.E. Automation in business communication. New London, Conn., 
Vision, inc. 1957 146p. 029.6 M823 


TEXAS AND SAN FRANCISCO 


Fuermann, G.M. Reluctant empire. Garden City, N.Y., Doubleday, 1957. 
284p. 917.64 F954 


Gilliam, Harold. San Francisco Bay. Garden City, N.Y., Doubleday, 1957. 
336p. 917.9461 G481 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Anson, P.F. The hermit of Cat Island; the life of Fra Jerome Hawes. New 
York, P.J. Kenedy 1957 286p. 282.42 Zh3a 


Bell, Charles. How to build fiberglass boats. New York, Coward-McCann 
1957. = 202p. 623.8 B433 


Brooks, J.W. Bermuda fishing. Harrisburg, Pa., Stackpole Co. 1957 
16lp. 799.1661 B873 


Del Rey, Lester. Rockets through space. Philadelphia, Winston 1957 
118p. 629.1388 D364 


Eiseley, Loren. The immense journey. New York, Random House 1957 
210p. 575 E36 


Liska, George. International equilibrium. Cambridge, Harvard University 
Press, 1957. 223p. 341 L769 
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Official Publications 


—.OF NEW YORK STATE 


Prepared by Peter Paulson, Gift and Exchange Section 


*Available free to libraries within New York State, and on ex- 
change to libraries outside of New York State, from New York 
State Library, Gift and Exchange Section, Albany 1, New York. 
Other publications may be obtained from issuing office. 


*AGING, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON PROBLEMS OF THE. Hints on aging 
successfully. (1958) Folder. 


*BANKING DEPT. Protection for installment buyers in New York State for 
the first time. (1958) Folder. 


*COMMERCE, DEPT. OF. Every New Yorker's office in Washington. (1958) 
Folder. 


*EDUCATION DEPT. Directory of elementary school principals and super- 
visors of New York State, 1957-58. 1958. 160p. 


* Legal and financial setting of the Yonkers schools. 1958. 5lp. 
(Yonkers school survey, report no. 6) 


Management and control of the Yonkers schools. 1958. 43p. 
(Yonkers school survey, report no. 5) 


Optometry and ophthalmic dispensing; law, rules and information. 
1957. 9lp. (Handbook 28, professional education) 


Podiatry; law, rules and information. 1957. 72p. (Handbook 9a, 
professional education) 


A Program for staffing our colleges. 1958. 16p. 


Regents’ program for meeting needs in science, technology and educa- 
tion of the talented. 1958. 30p. 


Registered professional engineers and land surveyors and corporations 
registered for the practice of professional engineering or land sur- 
veying, 1956-58. (1958) 288p. (University of the State of New York 
bulletin no. 1448, July 1957) 


Summary of recommendations for the Yonkers school system. 1958. 
38p. (Yonkers school survey, report no. 7) 


Adult Recreation Council. Recreation for the elderly; a city and 
a state responsibility. 1957. 10p. 
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*EDUCATION DEPT. Division of Elementary Education. Children learn in 
kindergarten. 1958. 24p. 


Division of Health, Physical Education and Recreation. Annual report, 
school year 1956-1957. 1958. Unp. 


Division of Professional Education. Experimental programs in nursing 
curriculums---New York State. 1957. 10p. 


Division of Pupil Personnel Services. Bureau for Handicapped Children. 
Court orders for educational services for physically handicapped 
children; instructions regarding procedures and the preparation, proc- 


essing and approval of court orders for educational services. 1957. 
17p. 


Division of School Buildings and Grounds. Planning building facili- 
ties for vocational agriculture. 1957. 20p. 


* ____ Planning the elementary school plant. 1957. 22p. 


* Division of School Business Management. The School district clerk 
in union free and central school districts; his records and duties. 


1958. 34p. (Finance pamphlet no. 3, revised January 1958) 


* Division of Secondary Education. Bureau of Secondary Curriculum 
Development. Alexander Hamilton, New Yorker, 1755-1804. 1957. 63p. 


*FLUSHING REMONSTRANCE, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE FOR THE CELEBRATION 
OF THE 300th ANNIVERSARY OF THE SIGNING OF THE. The Flushing Re- 
monstrance (the origin of religious freedom in America). (1958) 30p. 


*HEALTH INSURANCE PLANS, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report...1957. 
(1958) 348p. (Legis Doc 1957 no. 49) 


* IMPROPER LABOR AND MANAGEMENT PRACTICES, GOVERNOR'S COMMITTEE ON. 


Interim report of...general statement and summary of recommendations, 
February 11, 1958. (1958) 3lp. Mimeo. 


*LAW REVISION COMMISSION. Study of uniform commercial code; article l, 
general provisions. (1958) 207p. (Legis Doc 1955 no. 65B) 


*PUBLIC HEALTH, SENATE COMMITTEE ON. New York State's needs in mental 
health research, training and community services; proceedings of the 
public hearing on mental health held by...New York City, November 
29, 1956. (1958) 138p. 


*VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS. Department of New York. Proceedings of the 
38th annual encampment of the...and the 33rd annual encampment of 
the ladies' auxiliary to the...held at Rochester, New York, June 
27-29, 1957. (1958) 207p. (Legis Doc 1958 no. 97) 
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“PUBLIC LIBRARY- 


For Your Information 


GENERAL NEWS 
Prepared by Ida M. Cohen, Reference, and Library Extension Staff 


Governor Signs Library Aid Bill: On April 23, 1958, Governor Harriman 
signed a library aid bill which culminated 18 months of study by the 
Commissioner of Education's Committee on Public Library Service and sev- 
eral tense and exciting months in the Legislature. 

The essential elements of the legislation are greater structural flex- 
ibility for library systems, emphasis on the availability of large col- 
lections of books and staff to the rural areas of the State, and an in- 
crease in State aid. Some important highlights of this new law are: 

Cooperative library systems - Section 255 of the Education Law makes 
it possible for the trustees of the public and association libraries of 
an area to authorize the establishment of a library system and by vote 
of the boards of trustees of the participating libraries to elect not 
less than five nor more than 25 trustees for the library system. The 
trustees then apply to the Board of Regents for a charter as a library 
system. 

Contract service - This same section of the Education Law makes it 
possible for the board of trustees of a cooperative library system to con- 
tract with the State Education Department for services, facilities and 
staff. 

Non-participating libraries - Public and association libraries that 
are not included among the libraries participating in a cooperative li- 
brary system may by resolution request the cooperative library system to 
admit them to participation in the system subject to approval by the 
Commissioner of Education. 

Department of County Government - Section 255 adds a feature of library 
structure that is new to New York State. Authority is granted to the 
board of supervisors of a county to create a department of county govern- 
ment to be administered in the same manner as other county departments. 
An advisory board may also be appointed if desired. 

Approval of plans - Under Section 272 of the Education Law full approval 
of a plan of library service requires service to at least 200,000 people 
or 4,000 square miles of area. 

Provisional approval may be given to a library system which will serve 
at least 50,000 persons and 3 or more political subdivisions in addition 
to submitting a planned program of service for the 5-year period following 
approval. 

Population - for the purpose of determining the population of the area 
served by the library system, the latest federal census figure is to be 
used. (By opinion of the Counsel of the State Education Department this 
is the 1950 census.) 

State aid - The new section 273 of the Education Law makes provision 
for the following State aid payments: 

1. Annual grant 
a. Library system serving less than 1 county $5,000 
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b. Library system serving 1 county or more than 
1 county 10,000 per county 
Population grant 
a. .25 per capita of population of the area served 
Area grant 
a. Library system serving 
b. 


1 county or less $6 per square mile 
2 counties 9 per square mile 
3 counties 12 per square mile 
4 counties 15 per square mile 
5 counties 18 per square mile 
Establishment grant 
a. Library system serving 1 county or part thereof $10,000 
b. Library system serving more than 1 county 20,000 for each 
entire county 
Existing library systems under the old State aid law shall 
receive $20,000 for each additional entire county not pre- 
viously served which joins the library system under a new 
plan. 
Central libraries - library systems which have less than 100,000 
volumes in the central library may present a plan to build up 
the central library to 100,000 volumes by the end of a 10-year 
period. Under an approved acquisition plan the State Education 
Department will supply to the central library annually 4 times 
the number of volumes which the library system buys under this 
plan from its own funds exclusive of State aid. 

State aid to individual libraries - Section 271 of the Education Law 
does not change the payment of the $100 grants to the individual libraries 
which are not participating in a library system. In addition to the pres- 
ent state grants, those non-system libraries that serve less than 5,000 
persons may receive annually $100 worth of reference books. These librar- 
ies may elect to receive all or any part of the $100 grant to which they 
are entitled in the form of reference books rather than direct payment. 


REGULATIONS OF THE COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION ARTICLE XIII 


Repeal present § 101. Standards for County and Multi-county Library 
Service and substitute the following: 


8 101. Approval of Library Systems 
A library system may be approved for state aid under sections 272 and 


273 of the Education Law, as amended by chapter 933, Laws of 1958, if it 
complies with the provisions of the aforementioned sections of the Educa- 
tion Law and if it meets the following Regulations of the Commissioner: 

1. Full approval shall not be given to a library system unless it 
will serve at least 200,000 people or 4,000 square miles of area. Provi- 
sional approval may be given to a library system which will serve at least 
50,000 persons provided the area includes three or more political subdivi- 
sions and provided further that a satisfactory plan is submitted for ex- 
pansion of service during the ensuing five year period. 

2. a. Im order to qualify for full approval a plan submitted by a 
library system shall provide for the free use by all residents of the area 
served of the total library resources within the system by acceptance by 
all libraries in the system of a borrower's card issued by any library in 
the system, to be honored on the same basis as that specified for card- 
holders in each individual library. 
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b. Provisional approval may be granted provided that each member 
library of the system shall have the right to borrow for one or more of 
its cardholders from any other member library of the library system any 
book or other material on the same basis as that provided by the lending 
member library applicable to its resident cardholder. 

3. Each system shall submit a plan which shall include a description 
of the means by which the various economic, cultural, civic and age groups 
will be assisted by qualified personnel in deriving maximum benefit from 
library resources. 

4. Each system shall certify that there will be employed within the 
library system at least one full-time staff member (or the equivalent) 
for each 5,000 residents of the area served by the system, exclusive of 
janitorial, cleaning, and maintenance workers. There shall be employed 
within each fully approved system of libraries at least six professional 
librarians engaged in system services. There shall be employed within 
each provisionally approved system of libraries at least four professional 
librarians engaged in system services. 

5. a. For full approval each system shall add annually at least 
4,000 titles not previously held by the system. 

b. For provisional approval each system shall add annually at 
least 2,000 titles not previously held by the system. 

c. Titles acquired under subdivision 1, section 273, aid to 
central libraries, may not be counted toward meeting this regulation. 

6. Each system shall provide a means of location of materials added 
in the libraries of the system. 


KKK KK KKK KEK KRKEKRKEKRKE KEKE KKK KKK KR KKK KKK KKK 
ANNOUNCING STUDY GRANTS 


For Librarians Interested in the Development of Library Systems 


As a part of New York's plan under the Federal Library Services 
Act, The New York State Library, Library Extension Division, of- 
fers: 

5 grants of $125 each to attend an Institute on State 

and Regional Library Development at Columbia University, 

New York City, August 11-15, 1958. 

10 grants of $75 each to attend an Institute on Central- 

ized and Cooperative Technical Processing at New York 

State University College for Teachers, Albany, August 

5-6, 1958. 

10 grants of $100 each for one week's individual visit 

to and independent study of a library system or systems 

in New York or eastern United States. 


Applicants should be holders of a New York State Certificate and 
be now employed in a library serving under 10,000 population or 

a library which is a member of or considering membership in a 
library system serving rural people. Applications from a trustee 
of such a library will also be considered for a grant. 


Letters of application from a library board on behalf of an em- 
ployee of the library or on behalf of a board member should be 
sent to Irving A. Verschoor, Director, Library Extension Division, 
State Education Building, Albany 1, New York by June 15, 1958. 
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Reference Books for Small Libraries: With the recent signing by Governor 
Harriman of Education Law 271, over 400 small public libraries in New York 
State will receive $100 worth of reference books yearly. This is in ad- 
dition to the $100 matching State aid grant to these libraries, and applies 
only to those libraries thatare not members of systems and are chartered 

to serve an area comprised of less than 5,000 people. In the near future 
the public libraries eligible to participate in this program will receive 

a list of reference books from which to make selections. The titles chosen 
by the individual libraries will be purchased and processed by Traveling 
Libraries. These attractive new books will be covered with plastic jackets 
and will have a set of catalog cards for each title when they are received 
— ready for immediate use. 


New Bookmobile Tours the State: The new bookmobile is now operational and 
has been assigned to Traveling Libraries. For the next six months it will 
be fullfilling exhibit schedules at the New York State Fair, many county 
fairs, county and regional library association meetings, county planning 
groups — all over the State. Would your Regional Library Planning Group 
benefit by having this large, fully equipped mobile unit in your area for 

a few days? If interested, write Jack B. Spear, Room 333, New York State 
Education Department, Albany 1, New York — there are still a few vacancies 
in the schedule. 


Staff Notes: Dr. Charles F. Gosnell, Dr. Robert H. Deily, Irving A. 
Verschoor and S. Gilbert Prentiss will attend the ALA conference in San 
Francisco. — On April 17 Dr. Gosnell and Dr. Deily were present at a 
meeting of the librarians of the units of the State University of New 
York at the Maritime College, Fort Schuyler, New York. — Peter Paulson, 
head of the Gift and Exchange Section, attended a meeting of the Canal 
Society of New York State at Potsdam, New York, on April 12-13. The St. 
Lawrence Seaway was the topic of discussion. — On April 21, Ernest H. 
Breuer, Law Librarian, and Mr. Paulson met with William L. Lynch, Esq., 
counsel to the Temporary Commission on the Courts, and arranged for the 
removal of all the transcripts of public hearings and repérts of the Tem- 
porary Commission to the State Library where they are to be housed. The 
1958 Legislature did not continue the life of the Temporary Commission and 
Governor Harriman has arranged for its work to be carried on by the Judi- 
cial Conference until such time as a new plan for court reorganization for 
the State of New York is effected. — Mr. Breuer and Edith Sweet of the 
Law Library attended a workshop on legal research, materials and proce- 
dures, sponsored by the Law Library Association of Greater New York, held 
at the Association of the Bar of the City of New York on May 3. — Mr. 
Breuer observed a demonstration of the publication of a law book from 
manuscript to printed form at a regular meeting of the Law Library Associ- 
ation of Greater New York, held April 29 at Oceana Publications Inc., New 
York City. — Mr. Breuer will attend the 5lst annual meeting of the Amer- 
ican Association of Law Libraries scheduled for June 30-July 3, 1958 at 
the Sheraton Park Hotel in Washington, D.C. Among the speakers will be 
Secretary of the Treasury Robert B. Anderson, Charles S. Rhyne, president 
of the American Bar Association, and Dean Acheson, former Secretary of 
State. — A dinner honoring Rebecca A. Duncan was held at the University 
Club, Albany, on April 9, the day of her retirement. Dr. Gosnell was 
toastmaster. Guests were Associate Commissioner for Higher Education 
Ewald B. Nyquist and Mrs. Nyquist, Mr. and Mrs. George Thull and Thomas 
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Duncan. Speeches and presentations were made by Dr. Nyquist, Mrs. Thull, 
Dr. Deily and Mrs. Ethel Lansing. Among the 94 persons present were former 
coworkers while messages were received from former State Librarian R.W.G. 
Vail, Joseph Gavit, Mary B. Brewster and others. 


June Lambert Retires: Mrs. June Lambert, an Assistant Librarian in the 
Legislative Reference Library, will retire, effective May 1. Mrs. Lambert 
recently received a department service pin from Commissioner of Education 
James E. Allen, Jr., signifying 30 years of service. Her retirement was 
marked, on April 16, by an informal luncheon at the University Club in 
Albany, which was attended by the State Librarian and by staff members of 
the Legislative Reference Library. At that time, Mrs. Lambert received 
a gift from her many friends in the State Library in the form of a wrist 
watch, and also a scroll. According to the scroll, her service was char- 
acterized by "a high spirit of fidelity, by an unfailing interest, and by 
a high level of performance." William P. Leonard 

Legislative Reference Librarian 


State Library Display: The exhibit commemorating the Theodore Roosevelt 
centennial will be continued in the rotunda of the State Library through- 
out the month of May. It expresses every phase of the ex-President's life 
except that of naturalist, which forms the subject of the Roosevelt ex- 
hibit in the State Museum, 


ALA News: The 77th annual conference of the American Library Association 
will be held in San Francisco July 13-19, the theme: "International Re- 
sponsibilities of the ALA." There will be five pre-conference meetings: 
The Adult Services Division and Audio-Visual Committee sponsor an Institute, 
Using TV in Library Adult Education, July 12-13. The American Association 
of Library Trustees sponsors a Trustees Workshop with the theme: U.S. 
Focus on Education---a Challenge to Libraries on Sunday, July 13. The 
Cataloging and Classification Section of the Resources and Technical Ser- 
vices Division and the Stanford University Libraries sponsor an Institute 
on Catalog Code Revision, July 9-12 at Stanford University. The Children's 
Services Division sponsors a Poetry Festival, July 10-12 at San Mateo. 

A Junior College and Small College Library Buildings Institute will be 

held July 11-12 at the University of San Francisco, sponsored by the Build- 
ings Committee for College and University Libraries of the Library Admin- 
istration Division's Section on Buildings and Equipment.—A symposium on 


University of California July 10-12, prior to the ALA conference. 


Summer Work in New York State: Institute on Centralized and Cooperative 
Processing, August 5-6; registration, $5. For information write to Robert 
Burgess, Chairman, Department of Librarianship, State University College 
for Teachers, Albany 3, New York. — Leadership in Library Service for 
Youth, June 30-July 10. Address the Director of the Workshop, Miss Mary 
V. Gaver, Graduate School of Library Service, Rutgers University, New 


Libraries, August 11-22; enrollment limited to 30 students; $96. Write 


to: Carl H. Melinat, School of Library Science, Syracuse University, 
Syracuse 10, New York. 
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LOCAL ACTIVITIES 
Edited by I. Marie Gustafson and Edgar Tompkins, Library Extension 


Cattaraugus. Libraries at Cattaraugus, Gowanda, Little Valley and Randolph 
were represented at the reference workshop in Dunkirk on April 25. 


Chautauqua. Forty librarians and trustees from 16 Chautauqua County li- 
braries and 4 Cattaraugus County libraries attended a workshop on ref- 
erence service at the Dunkirk Free Library on April 25. The program 
was given by Edgar Tompkins of the Library Extension Division. The 
following libraries were represented at the workshop: Ashville, Busti, 
Clymer, Ellington, Falconer, Fluvanna, Fredonia, Frewsburg, Jamestown, 
Mayville, Ripley, Sherman, Silver Creek, Stockton, Westfield. — The 
Clymer-French Creek Free Library has been given the small frame building 
which it has occupied for several years. The Emblem Oil Company, owner 
of the building, made the offer during National Library Week. The li- 
brary trustees are now making plans for remodeling and improvement. 

— The Kennedy Free Library celebrated moving to new quarters with an 
open house on Sunday, April 20. The library's new quarters on the 
ground floor of the old school are a great improvement over those it 
previously occupied in a church. The American Legion, owner of the 
building, and the Library Association cooperated in remodeling and 
equipping the room the library now occupies. Earl Cross is president 
of the Library Association and Mrs. Percy Anderson is the librarian. 


Dutchess. A reference workshop for librarians from Dutchess and Putnam 
Counties was held at Pleasant Valley Free Library in Pleasant Valley 
on April 18. Trustees also attended the all-day program at which were 
representatives from 19 libraries in the two-county area. Seventeen 
libraries serving a population of 10,000 or less which participated 
in the workshop will receive a $100 collection of reference books under 
a grant made possible by the Federal Library Services Act. Librarians 
and trustees were able to examine and discuss reference books made 
available to them before they made their selection. The workshop leader 
was Edgar Tompkins, Public Library Consultant, Library Extension Divi- 
sion. The following libraries were represented: Howland Circulating 
Library Company, Beacon; Julia L. Butterfield Memorial Library, Cold 
Spring; Dover Plains Library; Blodgett Memorial Library, Fishkill; 
Fishkill Plains Free Community Library; Hyde Park Free Library; Mill- 
brook Free Library; Millerton Free Library; Patterson Library Associa- 
tion; Pawling Free Library; Pine Plains Free Library; Pleasant Valley 
Free Library; Adriance Memorial Library, Poughkeepsie; Red Hook Public 
Library; Starr Institute Library, Rhinebeck; Morton Memorial Library 
and Community House, Rhinecliff; Staatsburgh Library Society; Tivoli 
Free Library; Grinnell Library Association, Wappingers Falls. 


Jefferson. "Upstate New York," a display of photographs and working 
drawings of recent public and commercial buildings designed by Northern 


New York architects has been on display at Watertown's Flower Memorial 
Library. 


New York. Among recent publications of the New York Public Library are 
"American Books in the Non-Western World: Some Moral Issues," which 
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is the 18th of the R.R. Bowker Memorial Lectures and "Howells and James: 
a Double Billing." Copies of the first may be purchased from the li- 
brary at 25¢; the second, 50¢. 






















Niagara. Mrs. Doris Ortiz is the new librarian of the Ransomville Free 
Library. Mrs. Leslie Beukema is the new librarian of the Youngstown 
Free Library. 


Ontario. The Victor Free Library observed the opening of its new library 
- building on April 13 at an open house. The former trolley station 
serves as its new quarters. 


. Orleans. A meeting of librarians and trustees from 15 libraries in Niagara, 
Orleans and Genesee Counties was held at the Methodist Parish House in 
Medina on April 23. Mrs. Eleanor Harris, librarian of the Livingston 
County Public Library, spoke to the group on book selection, emphasizing 

the practical problems faced by a small public library. 


Putnam. The reference workshop in Pleasant Valley on April 18 was attended 
by representatives from Julia L. Butterfield Memorial Library of Cold 
Spring and Patterson Library Association. 


Queens. The new Broadway Regional Branch of Queens Borough Public Library 
was dedicated on April 25 and opened for service on April 28. The new 
branch will service not only its immediate community of some 50,000 
residents, but it is also designed to function as a circulation and 
reference library for readers from neighboring communities served by 

smaller branches. 










St. Lawrence. Mrs. Phyllis Clark of Canton Free Library participated in 
a special meeting held by the Library Extension Division in Albany, 
April 10, to draft new standards for public libraries. — Hepburn Li- 
brary of Norfolk featured a display of Bibles, old and new, during the 

Lenten season. 





















Schenectady. The new staff room of the Schenectady County Public Library 
on the third floor of the Central Library was used for the first time 
on March 19, Open House day, when refreshments were served there at the 
end of each tour. The children's room of the Schenectady County Public 
Library has been completely done over since the beginning of the year. 
Walls and fixed book shelving have been painted, new birch shelving has 
replaced old shelving and there are new tables and chairs to match the 
birch charging desk. Mrs. Margaret S. Lewis, formerly librarian at the 

. Wingate branch, is now head of the children's room. Seven new framed 

pictures by Bemelmans, Picasso, Dufy, Munnings, and others have been 
bought for the children's room walls. Twenty-six new framed pictures 

. have been added to the Schenectady County Public Library circulating 

collection. The artists range from Breughel and Vermeer to such con- 
temporaries as Buffet, Thon and Marini. The circulating picture col- 
lection is one of the most popular departments in the library. 


Westchester. The Russian section of the foreign language collection of 
the Mount Vernon Public Library has recently been augmented by a gift 
of 166 new books, bringing the total holdings to over 240. 
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Free and Jucvpensive 


MATERIAL 


Listed by Mary S. Lindsey, Reference Section 
Human Relations 


Alexander, J.E. Let's get down to cases. Rev. ed. Anti-Defamation League 
of B'nai B'rith. 515 Madison Ave., New York 22. 1957. 32p. 25¢. A 
study plan for group discussions covering problems of interfaith, inter- 
racial and intercultural relations. 


Haas, E.B. Regional integration and national policy. (International Con- 
ciliation no. 513) Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. Order 


from Columbia University Press. 2960 Broadway, New York 27. May 1957. 
p.381-442. 25¢. 


Hansen, C.F. Miracle of social adjustment: desegregation in the Washing- 
ton, D.C. schools. (Freedom pamphlet series) Anti-Defamation League 
of B'nai B'rith. 515 Madison Ave., New York 22. 1957. 70p. 35¢. 


Kilpatrick, W.H. Modern education and better human relations. (Freedom 
pamphlet) Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith. 515 Madison Ave., 
New York 22. 1957. 23p. 35¢. 


Millis, Walter. Individual freedom and the common defense. The Fund for 
the Republic. 60 East 42nd Street, New York 17. Nov. 1957. 79p. 
Single copy free. 


Our human rights; a discussion guide on the universal declaration of human 
rights. (Sales no. 1951.11.13) United Nations Department of Public 
Information. New York. 1953. 3lp. 15¢. 


The people take the lead; a record of progress in civil rights, 1948 to 


1958. American Jewish Committee. 386 Fourth Ave., New York 16. 1957. 
39p. 35¢. 


Sorenson, Max. The quest for equality human rights and minorities (In- 
ternational Conciliation no. 507) Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace. Order from Columbia University Press. 2960 Broadway. New York 
27. March 1956. p.291-349. 25¢. 


Tumin, M.M. Segregation and desegregation; a digest of recent research. 


Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith. 515 Madison Ave., New York 22. 
1957. 112p. $2. 


Van der Post, Laurens. Race prejudice as self rejection; an inquiry into 
the psychological and spiritual aspects of group conflicts. Workshop 
for Cultural Democracy. 204 East 18th.St., New York 3. 1957. 29p. 50¢. 
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Office of the Library Services Branch, U.S. Office of Education 


At front desk: 


John G. Lorenz Helen Luce 
Director Library Extension Specialist 


At rear desk: 


Wilfred L. Morin Evelyn Day Mullen 
Library Extension Specialist Library Extension Specialist 











